
Han et al. Molecular Cancer          (2022) 21:143  
https://doi.org/10.1186/s12943-022-01610-z

RETRACTION NOTE

Retraction Note to: Exosome‑mediated 
lncRNA AFAP1‑AS1 promotes trastuzumab 
resistance through binding with AUF1 
and activating ERBB2 translation
Mingli Han1*, Yuanting Gu1, Pengwei Lu1, Jingyi Li1, Hui Cao2, Xiangke Li3, Xueke Qian1, Chao Yu4, 
Yunqing Yang1, Xue Yang1, Na Han1, Dongwei Dou1, Jianguo Hu5 and Huaying Dong6*    

© The Author(s) 2022. Open Access This article is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License, which 
permits use, sharing, adaptation, distribution and reproduction in any medium or format, as long as you give appropriate credit to the 
original author(s) and the source, provide a link to the Creative Commons licence, and indicate if changes were made. The images or 
other third party material in this article are included in the article’s Creative Commons licence, unless indicated otherwise in a credit line 
to the material. If material is not included in the article’s Creative Commons licence and your intended use is not permitted by statutory 
regulation or exceeds the permitted use, you will need to obtain permission directly from the copyright holder. To view a copy of this 
licence, visit http://​creat​iveco​mmons.​org/​licen​ses/​by/4.​0/. The Creative Commons Public Domain Dedication waiver (http://​creat​iveco​
mmons.​org/​publi​cdoma​in/​zero/1.​0/) applies to the data made available in this article, unless otherwise stated in a credit line to the data.

Retraction note to: Mol Cancer 19, 26 (2020)
https://doi.org/10.1186/s12943-020-1145-5

The Editor-in-Chief has retracted this article. After 
publication, concerns were raised regarding suspected 
image overlap with three other articles [1–3]. Specifically, 
in Fig. 2d, all subpanels appear to be highly similar to the 
images in Fig. 3c (rotated) in [1]. In Fig. 2f, a number of 
images appear highly similar to those in Figs.  5a and c 
in ([2], now retracted) and 3e in [3]. In addition, Fig. 5e 
appears to be drawn by hand.

The authors have provided the original data and revised 
figures to address the concerns. However, the original 
data contains highly similar backgrounds in the west-
ern blot gel photographs. Additionally, the source, num-
ber and sex of animals are different between the Ethics 
approval document and the Methods section of the 
article.

The Editor-in-Chief therefore no longer has confidence 
in the presented data and the ethical standards of the 
study.

Hui Cao agrees to this retraction. Mingli Han and 
Huaying Dong have stated on behalf of all co-authors that 
they agree to this retraction.
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