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The Editor-in-Chief has retracted this article at the
authors’ request. After publications, concerns were
raised regarding image overlap in Figs. 4 and 5, which
the authors addressed via a Correction [1]. However, fur-
ther concerns have been raised following the correction
regarding breaks and potential overlaps in Figs. 4C, 4G,
5C and 5H. In the revised Fig. 5H, there appears to be
overlap between the images representing MGC803 and
AGS cells in both treatment groups.

Furthermore, BGC823, MGC803 and SGC7901 cells
used in this study are known to be contaminated (or
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partially contaminated) with HeLa cells, making them an
unsuitable model for gastric cancer [2].

The authors have provided the raw data to address the
image concerns, but have requested to retract the article
due to the cell line contamination.

Shuli Zhao, Weiwei Tang and Hongyong Cao agree to
this retraction. Chen Lu and Kai Fu have not responded
to any correspondence from the editor or publisher about
this retraction. The Publisher has not been able to obtain
current email addresses for Dawei Rong and Betty Zhang.
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